The Ceskoslovensky sach 1999-2000 tournament

Preliminary award from CS 6/2001

{EV how to print a Czech names see addendum}

From the column director Michal Hlinka I have got 40 original studies published in Ceskoslovensky sach 1999-2000.

The M. Hlinka and K. Husak study 36/00/5 (number/year/month) and the J. Pospisil study are between times published in another tournament (see the ‘Not respected codex’ article in 2/2001) so I don’t evaluate them.

{EV: According this article by Michal Hlinka the Hoch50 JT director didn’t keep the 18-month’s rule for message to authors about his entry. So authors used his original in CS tournament, but suddenly the Aloni/Hoch award appears.}    

Another eight entries I have excluded for cooks:

36/99/6 (solution 99/11)  Topko - cook 7.Nb5 Rxb5 8.Rf7  or 7.Nd5 Kb8 8.Nb6 1-0.

37/99/6 (99/11) Topko - insoluble 5...Rh1! 6.Nxb2 Kd4.

38/99/6 (99/11) Topko - insoluble 4...Bg6  - see Thomson’s database - http://plan9.bell-labs.com/magic/eg/wkg1bkc3wrd1wbb1bna2bnd2 

59/00/8 (00/12) Dolgov & Kolpakov insoluble 2...c6! 3.Bf7 Bh6!.

91/00/12 Husák and  93/00/12 Manjachin – cooks, see next issue.

28/00/4 (00/10) Topko - anticipated - D. Gurgenidze, Chavchavadze 1987, sp. hm., Kd5, Re1, Nd4 - Kc8, Rb8, +:  1.Kc6 etc.

62/99/9 (00/1) Prigunov – anticipated by the better manner  - P. Breindl, CS 1963: Ke4, Pa2, b3, g2, h3 - Kc3, Pa3, b7, h6, +: 1.g4 1.h4 Kb2 2.Kd3 Kxa2 3.Kc2 h5= 1...Kb2 2.Kd3 Kxa2 3.Kc2 b6! 4.h4 b5 5.h5! 5.g5? hxg5 6.hxg5 b4 7.g6 Ka1 8.g7 a2 9.Kd3 (9.g8Q stalemate) 9...Kb2 10.g8Q a1Q 11.Qh8+ Kxb3 12.Qxa1 stalemate 5...b4 6.g5 hxg5 7.h6 g4 8.h7 g3 9.h8B! 9.h8Q? g2 10.Qg8 g1Q 11.Qxg1 stalemate 9...g2 10.Bd4.

From the 30 remaining entries I have finally selected 16 ones and after a  long meditation I ranked them. The objective award is unfortunately impossible, the taste and mood of a judge are always in the play. But the “sport results” aren’t so important. The main thing  is  that  the decorated studies will not be lost in the world. 

I have respected the recommendation of composition committee for studies they are (or could be) derived from endgame databases.

11/00/2 (00/7); 1st Prize; M. Matous; Prague,  Kh3,Bh4,Pg7 - Kh1,Bc5,Pa7,g2,g5,h2, Win, 3+6

White avoids by a precise play a rezizug and drives the bB on e5. This eliminates the bQ sac threat on h4. The last Black’s chance – promotion with a check – ends with an unexpected mate. Positively the best study in this tournament.

1.g8Q Kg1 2.Qxg5 h1Q+ 3.Kg4 Bd6! 4.Qf6! 4.Qd2? Qxh4+! 5.Kxh4 Kf1 6.Qd3+ Kf2=, 4.Qh6? Bb8! VZ = 4...Bc7! 4...Bb8 5.Qh6! VZ: a) 5...a5 6.Qb6+; b) 5...Bc7 6.Qc1+; c) 5...Be5 6.Qe3+; d) 5...Qxh4+ 6.Qxh4! Kf1 7.Qh3 Kf2 8.Qf3+ Kg1 9.Kh3 5.Qe7! Bb8! 5...Bf4 6.Qb4 6.Qd8! 6.Qb4 Qxh4+ = 6...Be5 7.Qd2! Kh2 7...Qxh4+ 8.Kxh4 Kf1 9.Qd3+ Kf2 10.Qf5+ 8.Bf2! g1Q+ 9.Bg3 mate.

50/99/8 (00/1); 2nd Prize; L. Salai; Slovakia Ke7,Pc4,d6,d7 - Ka1,Pb2,b3,c5,h6, Win, 4+5

The original four-queens-duel. By a long moves White fixes the queens and wins a “pawn” endgame.

1.d8Q b1Q 2.d7! b2 3.Qa8+! 3.Qa5+? Qa2 4.Qc3 Qa7! 5.Ke8 Qa4!= 3...Qa2 4.d8Q b1Q 5.Qh8+ Qbb2 6.Qh1+ Qab1 7.Q8a8+ Q2a2 8.Kd6! h5 9.Kxc5 h4 10.Kd4 h3 11.Ke3 Qxh1 11...h2 12.Qxb1+ Kxb1 13.Qh1+ Kb2 14.Qxh2+ 12.Qxh1+ Kb2 13.Qh2+ Kb3 14.Qxa2+ Kxa2 15.Kf2 1-0.

12/00/2 (00/7); 3rd Prize; M. Matous; Praque, Kd3,Bf6,Nd2,f4 - Kf2,Rc1,Pa2, Win, 4+3

White drives the bK into the corner by N’s sac. A nice creating of the final zugzwang!

1.Bd4+ Ke1 2.Ng2+ Kd1 3.Ne3+ Ke1 4.Nc2+ Kd1 5.Nc4 Rb1 6.Nb2+ Kc1 7.Kc3! Rxb2 8.Be3+ Kb1 9.Na3+ Ka1 10.Bd4 1-0.

85/99/12 (00/4); 4th Prize; V. Nestorescu; Romania, Kg5,Nh5,Pc6,d2,e5,f6 - Kc5,Qc1, Win, 6+2

A remarkable duel of White’s pawns with bQ. Two times White cannot promote to avoid stalemates. 

1.c7 1.f7? Qxd2+ 2.Nf4 Qd8+ 3.Kf5 Qc8+ 4.e6 Kd6 5.Kf6 Qh8+ = 1...Kd4! 1...Kb6 2.f7 Qc5 3.d4! Qf8 (3...Qe7+ 4.Kg6 Kxc7 5.Nf4! Kb7 6.Kg7 Qd7 7.Ng6 Ka6 8.d5 and the pawn goes) 4.Kg6 Kxc7 5.d5 Kd7 6.Ng7 Qb4 7.Nf5 Qg4+ 8.Kf6+- 2.Nf4! 2.f7? Qxc7 3.f8Q Qxe5+ 4.Kg6 Qe4+ 5.Kh6 Qe6+ 6.Nf6 Qh3+ = 2...Ke4! 2...Qg1+ 3.Kh6 Qg4 4.Ng6 Qh3+ 5.Kg7 Qd7+ 6.f7 Qxc7 7.e6 3.f7 Qxc7 4.d3+! After 4.f8Q?! Qxe5+ 5.Kg4 Qg7+! 6.Qxg7 there is the first stalemate. 4...Kxe5 5.d4+! 5.f8Q?! Qd8+! 6.Qxd8- the second stalemate 5...Ke4 6.f8Q Qc1 7.d5 Qg1+ 8.Kf6 with a theoretical win, for example 8...Kxf4 9.d6.

6/99/1 (99/1); 1st hm; E. Vlasak; Usti nad Labem, Kh6,Rf7,h1- Ka1,Bb3,Nb1,Pb2, Win, 3+4

An interesting duel of White’s rooks with bB. A very difficult and meaty study, a reader can find detailed analysis in 1/1999. Unfortunately after a most logical defense 10...Ba2(e6) the finish isn’t unambiguous, else the study would be a candidate for top ranking. 

{EV I give here the most detailed solution from 1/99 as in original award}

39: 1.Rf2! A vorplan (1.Rff1? Ka2! 2.Rxb1 Bc2) 1...Bd5! (1...Bc4 2.Kg7, 1...Ka2? 2.Rhh2) 2.Re1 (2.Rhh2? Nd2, 2.Rd1 – a small dual 2...Bc4 3.Rg1 or 2...Be4 3.Re1 Bd3 4.Rf3 see main line) 2...Bc4! (2...Ka2? 3.Ree2) Interesting is 2...Be4?! 3.Kg7 Bd3 4.Rf3 Bc4 5.Ra3+ Ba2 6.Rc3! - preventing Bb3 - 6...Bd5 7.Rc5 see a main solution. 3.Rg1 Bd5! 4.Rf5! The main plan begins here. 4.Kg5? Ka2 5.Kf4 Na3 6.Ke3 Kb3 7.Kd4 b1Q 8.Rxb1 Nxb1. 4...Bb3 5.Ra5+ Ba2 6.Rb5! Preventing Bb3, 6.Kg5? stalemate.  Compare with a thematic try 1.Ra7+!? Ba2 2.Rb7 Bd5! 3.Ra7+ Ba2 4.Re7 Bb3! 5.Re2 Bd5! 6.Rg1 Ka2 (6.Rf1 Bc4, 6.Rd1 Bf3). 6...Bc4 7.Rb4! The tempo move is necessary, else Ka2, for example  7.Rb6? Ka2! 8.Rg2 Bb3 9.Ra6+Na3 10.Kg5 Bc2! 11.Rxc2 Kb3 12.Rc8 b1Q 13.Rb6+ Ka2 14Rxb1 Nxb1. 7...Bd5! 8.Rd1! Be6! 9.Re1! The culmination, bB is dominated. After 9...Bd5 there is a point 10.Re2! Nd2 11.Rxd2 b1Q 12.Rxb1 Kxb1 13.Rxd5 wins, so the d5 square is poisoned. 9...Bg8 10.Kg7! White wins an important tempo for his king bring closer. With 10...Ba2(e6)!? Black would now lost slowly, but surely. The most quick way runs 11.Kf6! Bg8 12.Rg1! Bd5 13.Ke5 Bf7 14.Rb7! (More difficult is 14.Kd4!?) 14...Bc4 15.Kd4 Be6 16.Re1! Bg8 17.Kd3 Bd5 18.Kc2! The most elegant finish 18...Bxb7 19.Rxb1+ Ka2 20.Rxb2+ Ka3 21.Rxb7. 18...Be4+ 19.Rxe4 Na3+ 20.Kc3 b1Q 21.Rxb1+. So Black tries the last chance 10...Ka2! with an idea 11.Kxg8? Nc3! 12.Re8 Ka1! 13.Ra8+ Na2 – only draw. 11.Re3!! Nd2! (11...Bd5 12.Ra4+) 12.Ra4+ Kb1 13.Kxg8 Kc1 (13...Kc2 14.Ra2) 14.Ra2!  Preventing the promotion: 14...blD? 15. Re1! Mate. 14...Kb1 (14...Kc2 15.Re2) 15.Rea3! wins. After this last unusual move the rooks will be coordinated 15...Kc2 16.Rh3 Kb1 17.Ra8 Kc2 18.Rc8+ Kd1 19.Rh1+, while the other possibilities don’t win, for example 15.Ra8? Kc2 16.Rc8+ Kd1 17.Rh3 b1Q 18.Rh1+ Ke2 19.Rxb1 Nxb1 20.Kf7 Kd3.

91/99/9 (00/1); 2nd hm; H. van der Heijden; Holland, Kd5,Na8,Pa5,b5,d6 - Ke8,Rf8,Pb7, Win, 5+3

Astonishingly there is today possible to find original zugzwangs with such a small material. The rezizug is nicely highlighted with a thematic try 3.a7. But many hard technical lines are a little worrisome.

1.a6 bxa6 2.bxa6 Kd8 2...Rf1 3.a7! 3.Kc6! 3.a7?! Rf5+ 4.Kc6 Ra5 5.Nc7 Rxa7!= VZ! 3...Rf7 4.a7!! 4.Nc7? Kc8! 5.Ne6 (5.a7 Rxc7+!) 5...Rh7! 6.Nc5 Kb8 7.d7 Rh8 8.Kd6 Ka7 9.Kc6 Rh6+ 10.Ne6 Rh8 11.Kb5 Rh5+ 12.Nc5 Rh8 13.Nb7 Rh5+~= 4...Rxa7 5.Nc7! VZ! 5...Ra1 6.Ne6+ Ke8 7.d7+ 1-0.

69/00/9 (00/12); 3rd hm; M. Matous; Prague, Kb8,Ra2,b1 - Kg8,Qh6,Ph7, Win, 3+3

A six-piece study with a fine introduction and final quiet move will be attractive for otb players.

1.Rg1+! 1.Rg2+? Kh8! 1...Kf7 1...Kh8 2.Kb7 2.Rf1+ Ke7! 3.Re1+! Kd7 4.Rd1+ Ke7 5.Re2+ Kf7 6.Rf1+ Kg7 7.Rg2+ Kh8 8.Kc7! 1-0.

70/00/9 (00/12); 4th hm; M. Matous; Prague, Kb8,Bd5,Pa4,c5 - Kd4,Bh4,Pf4, Win, 4+3

A miniature for solvers.

1.a5! 1.c6? Bd8! 1...Be7! 2.c6 Bd6+! 2...Kxd5 3.c7 Bd6 4.a6 3.c7 3.Kb7 Kxd5 3...Kc5! 4.Kb7 Bxc7 5.a6! Bb6 6.Bc4! Kxc4 6...f3 7.Bf1 f2 8.Be2 7.Kxb6 f3 8.a7 f2 9.a8Q f1Q 10.Qa6+ 1-0.

51/00/1 (00/7); 1st comm; K. Husak; Praque, Ke3,Pb5,f5,h4 - Kd5,Nc5,Pa6, Win, 4+3

A nice introduction to the Švidler - Anand, Dos Hermanas 1999 (99/5) ending, in which White doesn’t find the win. 

1.h5 Ke5 2.h6 Kf6 3.Kd4! Nd7 4.bxa6 Nb8! 5.a7 Nc6+ 6.Kc5 Nxa7 7.Kb6 Nc8+ 8.Kc7 Ne7 (8...Na7 9.Kd7 Nb5 10.h7 Kg7 11.f6+ Kxh7 12.f7 Kg7 13.Ke7 or 9...Kf7 10.h7 Kg7 11.f6+ Kxh7 12.f7 Kg7 13.Ke8) 9.h7 Kg7 10.f6+! 1-0.

94/00/12 (--); 2nd comm; L. Koblizek; Fr. Lazne, Ke6,Pg4,g5,h2,h5 - Kh8,Ba3,Pg7,h3, Drawn 5+4

The unhackneyed idea attracted me so that I added two extra move introduction to the author’s play.  

1.g6! Bc5 2.Kf5! 2.h6? gxh6 3.Kf7 Bd4 4.Kf8 Be5 5.Kf7 Bg7 6.Ke6 Kg8 7.Kf5 Bf8 8.g5 h5 9.g7 Bd6-+ 2...Bd6 The author begins his study here. 3.Kg5 3.g5? Bxh2 4.Kg4 Bf4! 5.Kxh3 Bxg5-+ 3...Bg3! 3...Bxh2 4.Kh4 Bf4 5.Kxh3 Bg5 6.Kg3 Kg8 7.Kf3 Kf8 8.Ke4 Ke7 9.Kf5= 4.h6 gxh6+ 5.Kh5! Zugzwang. 5...Kg8! 6.g7! Kh7 7.g5 Bxh2 8.g6+! Kxg7 9.Kh4 Bf4 10.Kxh3 draw.

60/00/8 (00/12); 3rd comm; Dolgov & Kolpakov; Russia, Kc4,Qf4,Bc7 - Ka8,Qa7,Na1,Pc3, Win, 3+4

Respectable maneuvers of wQ , but the finish is not unique.  

1.Qf3+ Qb7 2.Qf8+ Ka7 3.Qf2+ Ka8 4.Qa2+ Qa7 5.Qg2+! Qb7 6.Qg8+ Ka7 7.Qg1+ Ka8 8.Qxa1+ Qa7 9.Qh1+ Qb7 10.Qh8+ Ka7 11.Qd4+ Ka6! 12.Qd6+ Ka7 13.Qc5+ Ka8 14.Qa5+ Qa7 15.Qd5+ Qb7 16.Qd8+ Ka7 17.Kc5! wins, for example 17...Ka6 18.Bb6 Qf3 19.Qc8+ Qb7 20.Qe6 or also 18.Qd7 Ka7 (18...Qa7+ 19.Kc4) 19.Qa4+ Qa6 20.Bb6+ Kb7 21.Qc6+ Kb8 22.Bc7+ Ka7 23.Bb8+!.

27/00/4 (00/10); 4th comm; A. Stavrijeckij; Russia, Kd4,Rb7,Bd5,Pa5 - Ka8,Rd8,Bg3,h7,Nf7, Drawn, 4+5

White has to lose a move to avoid a rezizug.

1.Rd7+! (1.Rxf7+? Rxd5+ 2.Kxd5 Bg8 3.Ke6 Bh4 4.a6 Kb8 5.a7+ Ka8-+) 1...Kb8 2.Rxf7 Rxd5+ 3.Kxd5 Bg8 4.Ke6 Bh4 5.a6 Ka8 6.a7 =.

78/99/11 (00/4); Spec. Prize; K. Husak; Prague, Kc5,Nc1,Pe5 - Ke6,Na5,Pf5,h5, Drawn, 3+4

Karel Husak succeeds to mine a jewel from endgame databases.  The inducing (6.Ke7!) and pointing fit perfectly.

1.Nd3 h4 2.Nf4+! Kxe5 3.Ng6+ Ke4 4.Nxh4 f4 5.Kd6! Nc4+ 6.Ke7! As to 6.Ke6? Ne3 7.Kf6 see later. 6...Ne3 7.Ke6! A rezizug. 7...Ng2 8.Nf5! Kd3 9.Nh6! Ne3 10.Nf7! Ng4 If 6.Ke6? Ne3 7.Kf6 the King would stand now in check! 11.Ng5 draw or 8...f3 9.Ng3+ Ke3 10.Nh1! draw.

48 92/99/12 (--); Spec. hm; K. Husak; Prague, Kg7,Rb5,Pc7,f4,g6 - Kc6,Rc4,Bc8, Win, 5+3

An original PPxR win. A resourceful Black’s counter-play is surpassed by an unexpected King’s decoy.  But the introduction is a little rough.

1.Rb8! Kxc7 2.Rxc8+! Kxc8 3.f5 Kd8! Shorter is 3...Kd7 4.f6 Rc8 5.Kf7. 4.f6 Rc8! 5.Kh7! 5.Kg8 Rc6 6.Kg7 Rc8 only loses time. 5...Ke8 6.Kg8! Kd7+ 7.Kf7 Kd6 8.g7 Ke5 9.Kg6 1-0.

44/00/6 (00/10); Spec. hm; J. Pospisil; Prague, Ke8,Pf3,g4 - Ke1,Nd7,Pe4,f5, Win, 3+4

The Black’s win after 9.f5?! was discovered only with a database.

{EV I give here the little most detailed solution as in award}

1.gxf5 1.Kxd7? f4! 1...Nf6+ 1...exf3 2.Kxd7 f2 3.f6 f1Q 4.Ke7 Qe2+ 5.Kf8 2.Kf7 e3! 3.Kxf6 e2 4.Kg7 Kf2 4...Kd2 5.f6 e1D 6.f7 Dg3+ 7.Kf6 Dh4+ 8.Kg7 Dg5+ 9.Kf8 Ke3 10.Ke8 De5+ 11.Kf8 Kf4 12.Kg8 Dg5+ 13.Kh7 Df6 14.Kg8 Dg6+ 15.Kh8. 5.f6 e1Q 6.f7 Qe5+ 7.Kf8! 7.Kg8? Qg5+ 8.Kf8 Kg3 9.Ke8 Qe5+ 10.Kf8 Qf6 11.f4 Kg4 7...Kg3 8.f4 Qf6 9.Ke8! 9.f5? Kf4 10.Kg8 Qg5+ 11.Kh8 Qd8+ 12.Kg7 Qd7 13.Kg8 (13.Kf6 Qd4+!) 13...Kxf5 14.f8Q+ Kg6 9...Qe6+ 10.Kf8 Kg4 11.Kg7! Qd7 12.Kg8 Kf5 13.f8Q+ Kg6 14.f5+ draw.

21/00/3 (00/7); Spec. comm; J. Pospisil; Prague, Kg2,Ph3 - Kb1,Pf6,g6, Drawn, 2+3

1.Kf3 Kc2 2.Ke4 Kd2 3.h4 3.Kd4? Ke2 4.Ke4 Kf2 5.Kf4 Kg2 6.Kg4 Kh2 7.h4 Kg2 8.h5 f5+ 9.Kg5 gxh5-+ 3...Ke2 4.Kd5 Ke3 5.Ke6 f5 6.h5! gxh5 7.Kxf5 draw.

Protests to 31.8.2001 to judge Jaroslav Polasek, Pstrossova 14, 110 00 Praha 1, polasekj@ti.cz .
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